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VCE LEGAL STUDIES

The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed citizens 
by providing them with valuable insights into their relationship with the law and the legal 
system. They develop knowledge and skills that enhance their confidence and ability to 
access and participate in the legal system. Students come to appreciate how legal systems 
and processes aim to achieve social cohesion, and how they themselves can create 
positive changes to laws and the legal system. VCE Legal Studies equips students with the 
ability to research and analyse legal information and apply legal reasoning and decision-
making skills, and fosters critical thinking to solve legal problems.

Area of Study 1
Legal foundations
This area of study  provides students with foundational 
knowledge of laws and the Australian legal system. 
Students explore the role of individuals, laws and the legal 
system in achieving social cohesion and protecting the 
rights of individuals. Students consider the characteristics 
of an effective law, and sources and types of law. They 
examine the relationship between parliament and the 
courts in law-making, and the reasons for a court hierarchy 
in Victoria, they also develop an understanding of the 
principles of justice.

Area of Study 2
Proving guilt
In this area of study, students develop an understanding of 
the purposes of and key concepts in criminal law, as well 
as the types of crime. They also investigate two criminal 
offences in detail. For each offence, students consider 
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios in which an accused 
has been charged with the offence, use legal reasoning to 
determine possible culpability and explain the impact of 
the offence on individuals and society.

Area of Study 3
Sanctions
In this area of study students investigate key concepts 
in the determination of a criminal case, including the 
institutions that enforce criminal law, the purposes 
and types of sanctions, and alternative approaches to 
sentencing such as the Drug Court, Koori Courts and 
diversion programs. Students compare approaches to 
sentencing in Victoria to one other Australian jurisdiction. 
Through an investigation of criminal cases from the past 
four years, students apply their knowledge to discuss the 
effectiveness of sanctions and the ability of the Victorian 
criminal justice system to achieve the principles of justice.

Area of Study 1
Civil liability
In this area of study, students develop an understanding 
of key concepts in civil law and investigate two areas of 
civil law in detail. Possible areas of civil law could include 
negligence, defamation, nuisance, trespass and contracts. 
For each area of civil law, students consider actual and/
or hypothetical scenarios giving rise to a civil claim, apply 
legal reasoning to determine possible liability for a breach 
of civil law and explain the impact of a breach of civil law 
on the parties.

Area of Study 2
Remedies
In this area of study students develop an appreciation of 
how civil disputes are resolved, including the methods and 
institutions available to resolve disputes, and the purposes 
and types of remedies. Through an investigation of civil cases 
from the past four years, students apply their knowledge to 
discuss the effectiveness of remedies and the ability of the 
civil justice system to achieve the principles of justice.

Area of Study 3
Human Rights
In this area of study students examine the ways in which 
human rights are protected in Australia and consider 
possible reforms to the protection of human rights. 
Students investigate one human rights issue in Australia, 
such as in relation to the right to vote, the right to freedom 
of religion, or the rights of First Nations peoples.
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Area of Study 1
The Victorian criminal justice system
In this area of study students explore the criminal justice 
system, key personnel, and the use of plea negotiations to 
determine a criminal case. Students investigate the rights 
of the accused and of victims, and explore the purposes 
and types of sanctions and sentencing considerations. 
They consider the impact of time, costs and cultural 
differences on the ability of the criminal justice system 
to achieve the principles of justice. Students synthesise 
and apply legal principles and information relevant to 
the criminal justice system to actual and/or hypothetical 
scenarios.

Area of Study 2
The Victorian civil justice system
In this area of study students consider the factors relevant 
to commencing a civil claim, examine the institutions and 
methods used to resolve a civil dispute and explore the 
purposes and types of remedies. Students consider the 
impact of time and costs on the ability of the civil justice 
system to achieve the principles of justice. Students 
synthesise and apply legal principles and information 
relevant to the civil justice system to actual and/or 
hypothetical scenarios.

Area of Study 1
The people and the law-makers
In this area of study students examine the ways in 
which the Australian Constitution acts as a check on 
parliament in law-making, and factors that affect the 
ability of parliament and courts to make law. They 
explore the relationship between parliament and 
courts in law-making and consider the capacity of both 
institutions to make law. 

Area of Study 2
The people and reform
In this area of study students investigate the need for 
law reform and the means by which individuals and 
groups can influence change in the law. Students draw on 
examples of individuals, groups and the media influencing 
law reform, as well as examples from the past four years 
of inquiries of law reform bodies. Students examine 
the relationship between the Australian people and the 
Australian Constitution, the reasons for and processes of 
constitutional reform, the successful 1967 referendum 
and calls for future constitutional reform, such as that 
articulated by the 2017 Uluru Statement from the Heart.
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CAREER OPTIONS
• Barrister
• Court Officer
• Conveyancer

• Criminologist
• Judge
• Lawyer

• Police Officer
• Psychologist
• Solicitor



1904 
2024

CELEBRATING 120 YEARS

Kilbreda College
118 Mentone Parade, Mentone VIC 3194
(03) 9581 7766
kilbreda.vic.edu.au

To find out more information  
about VCE Legal Studies 
at Kilbreda College, please contact:

Carolyn Callaghan 
Learning Leader: Humanities
carolyn.callaghan@kilbreda.vic.du.au
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