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VCE DRAMA

In VCE Drama, students tell stories, explore ideas, make sense of their worlds and 
communicate meaning through the practice of performance-making. The study of drama 
enables students’ individual and collective identities to be explored, expressed and 
validated. Students develop an ability to empathise through understanding and accepting 
diversity. Students draw from, and respond to, contexts and stories that reflect different 
cultures, genders, sexualities and abilities. 

Area of Study 1
Creating a devised performance
In this area of study students use play-making techniques 
to devise and develop solo performances and/or ensemble 
performances based on a range of stimulus material relevant 
to their personal, cultural and/or community experiences 
and stories. Students explore a range of performance styles 
and draw on ideas as they respond to a given structure 
and stimulus material. They also focus on recording and 
documenting the play-making techniques used in the 
development of this performance work. 

Area of Study 2
Presenting a devised performance
In this area of study students present to an audience a devised 
solo and/or ensemble drama works based on a range of 
stimulus material relevant to the student’s personal, cultural 
and/or community experiences and stories. The performance 
should be based on the work devised in Outcome 1. Students 
use a range of performance styles to present these stories, 
ideas and characters to an audience. They also begin to 
explore and develop skills in establishing and maintaining an 
appropriate actor–audience relationship.

Area of Study 3
Analysing a devised performance
In this area of study students focus on observation and analysis 
of their own performance work completed in Outcomes 1 and 
2. They reflect upon and document work processes using 
appropriate drama terminology. They demonstrate development 
of the use of expressive skills, performance skills, stimulus 
material, dramatic elements, conventions, production areas, 
performance styles, and approaches to character and roles. 

Area of Study 4
Analysing a professional drama performance
In this area of study students observe and analyse a 
performance by professional drama performers. Drama 
performances by students enrolled at a school may not 
be analysed for this outcome. Attending and analysing a 
performance by professional drama performers provides 
opportunities for students to make connections with their own 
work. They build their experience of how dramatic elements, 
conventions, performance styles, production areas, and 
expressive and performance skills can be manipulated to 

Area of Study 1
Using Australia as inspiration
In this area of study students explore the use of a range of 
stimulus material to create a performance based on a person, 
an event, an issue, a place, an artwork, a text and/or an icon 
from a contemporary or historical Australian context.

Area of Study 2
Presenting a devised performance
In this area of study students present a performance to an 
audience of a devised work based on a person, an event, 
an issue, a place, an artwork, a text and/or an icon from an 
Australian context. The performance should be based on 
the work developed for Outcome 1, and should take place 
in a performance space appropriate to the theme or the 
subject matter of the drama.
Area of Study 3
Analysing a devised performance
In this area of study students observe and analyse their 
own performance work completed in Outcomes 1 and 2. 
They reflect on and articulate the ways they used play-
making techniques and processes to explore and to 
extract the dramatic potential of the stimulus material. 
Students analyse their approaches to shaping and refining 
their work and creating and manipulating the actor–
audience relationship. They continue to develop the use of 
appropriate drama terminology.
Area of Study 4
Analysing an Australian drama performance
In this area of study students observe and analyse a 
performance by professional drama performers. Drama 
performances by students enrolled at school cannot be 
analysed for this outcome. Students use appropriate 
drama terminology to explain, analyse and evaluate how 
the use of dramatic elements, conventions, performance 
styles, production areas, expressive skills, performance 
skills, and the actor–audience relationship may be 
manipulated to communicate meaning in performance.
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communicate meaning in performance. Students Unit 1: 
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learn about ways of establishing, sustaining and manipulating 
actor–audience relationships and use appropriate drama 
terminology to explain, analyse and evaluate the performance. 
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Area of Study 1
Devising and presenting ensemble performance
In this area of study students develop and present a 
devised ensemble performance. They examine the work 
of a range of drama practitioners working in selected 
performance styles to explore how dramatic work is 
created. Students work with given stimulus material and 
guidelines that provide a starting point for the structure 
of a performance.

Area of Study 2
Analysing a devised ensemble performance
In this area of study students analyse the ensemble 
performance devised in Outcome 1. They describe, reflect 
upon, interpret, analyse and evaluate the construction and 
performance of this ensemble performance. They analyse 
the selection, use and manipulation of conventions (including 
application of symbol and transformation of character, time 
and place), dramatic elements, expressive skills, performance 
skills, play-making techniques, production areas and selected 
performance styles.
Area of Study 3
Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance
In this area of study students analyse and evaluate a 
professional drama performance selected from the prescribed 
VCE Drama Unit 3 Playlist. Students analyse the actors’ use 
of expressive and performance skills to represent character 
and to communicate meaning in the performance. They 
consider how the actor–audience relationship is created and 
manipulated and analyse and evaluate how the conventions, 
dramatic elements, production areas and performance styles 
are used in the performance.

Area of Study 1
Demonstrating techniques of solo performance
In this area of study students explore, and develop skills 
in, play-making techniques in the development of a 
short solo performance. They demonstrate application of 
symbol and transformation of character, time and place. 
Teachers provide stimulus material appropriate to the 
size of the task, such as a person, an event, an issue, 
a place, an image, one word, a definition, a quotation, 
lyrics, a sound or an icon. 

Area of Study 2
Devising a solo performance
In this area of study students create and develop a solo 
performance in response to a prescribed structure. They draw 
on an understanding of performance styles from a range 
of historical, cultural and social contexts. During their solo 
performance, students use conventions including application 
of symbol and transformation of character, time and place.
Area of Study 3
Analysing and evaluating a devised solo performance
In this area of study students use appropriate drama 
terminology to analyse and evaluate the creative processes 
used in the creation, development and presentation of a solo 
performance devised in response to a prescribed structure. 
To support their analysis and evaluation, students draw on 
examples of conventions, including application of symbol 
and transformation of character, time and place, dramatic 
elements, expressive skills, performance skills, performance 
styles, play-making techniques, production areas and use of 
stimulus material.
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CAREER OPTIONS
• Actor
• Costume Designer

• Director
• Presenter

• Set Designer
• Screen Writer

• Script Writer
• Stage Manager
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Kilbreda College
118 Mentone Parade, Mentone VIC 3194
(03) 9581 7766
kilbreda.vic.edu.au

To find out more information about VCE Drama 
at Kilbreda College, please contact:

Cara Mitchell and Nicole Everett 
Learning Leaders: Performing Arts 
Dance and Drama
cara.mitchell@kilbreda.vic.edu.au 
nicole.everett@kilbreda.vic.edu.au

This flyer is correct as of July 2024, however may be subject to change.


